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Given a continuum X with Vietoris hyperspace C(X) of subcontinua, we study the hy-

perspace

DC(X) = {(A,B) ∈ C(X)2 : A ∪B = X,A ̸= X,B ̸= X}

of ordered decompositions. Our focus is on the number of components.

It seems that a continuum with disconnected DC(X) must be rather exotic. The only

exception is when X is irreducible between two points. However, this is not especially

interesting, as the components are just mirrors of each other.

The main result of this talk is that if X is locally connected, then D(X) is arc-

connected, with the only exception being when X itself is an arc.
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